Occult hepatocellular carcinoma metastasising to the left temple diagnosed by fine-needle aspiration biopsy.
Although hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is relatively rare in Western countries, it is one of the most prevalent cancers worldwide. Metastatic spread outside the liver is common and typically occurs in the setting of advanced disease. Metastatic disease is the initial presentation of HCC in less than 5% of cases and even fewer are diagnosed by cytology. We present the cytological findings in an 85-yr-old man of a soft tissue mass in the left temple, which suggested the diagnosis of an occult HCC. Fine-needle aspiration biopsy showed moderately cellular smears with large malignant epithelial cells present in fragments, with apposition of endothelial cells to the tumour cells. Deposits of non-refractile green pigment consistent with bile were present. Investigations revealed abnormal liver function tests, and a large mass replacing much of the liver. In view of the cytology and clinico-radiological correlation, a diagnosis of metastatic HCC was made.